


President Linzey D. Jones

Dear Village Residents:

As President of the Villagof Olympia Fields, it is my pleasure to provide
you with our Resident Handbook. Margsidents who are part of our Com-
munity Relations Commission participated in preparing the Handbook, and
we are grateful for their hard work ahedication to the Village. It is our
hope that the staff at the Village Halll sime material provided with this let-
ter will be of assistance to you.

We take great pride in our homes am&lghborhoods. Thas why the Vil-

lage encourages and maintains a high quality property maintenance program.
In assuring these standards are met and maintained, we promote the stability
of our property values. Our Community Service Officer regularly patrols the
Village making sure homes and yardspaoperly maintained. Please refer

to the Handbook’s Property Maintenance Section or call the Village Hall if
you have any questions about maintaining the quality of our Village.

Participating in local government develops a sense of ownership and empow-
ers you as a Village resident. | enageryou to attend our Board meetings

to see what and how decisions are made that affect our residents and busi-
nesses. These meetings are held on"teEm@ 4 Mondays of each month at

7:30 p.m. at the Village Hall. There also are many Village Committees that
permit residents to actively shape the Village’s policies.

Lastly, there are several neighborhood associations that are part of the fabric
of our community. | urge you to contact your homeowners’ association and
the Enhancement Organization of Olympia Fields. These organizations are
a valuable resource in making life in our Village more enjoyable.

Please take a moment to look thribulge Resident Handbook. This Hand-
book includes information about local schools, community organizations,
and services you may need. Also, hv&icannel 4 on cable TV for Village
news. Our Village website visvw.olympia-fields.canfA listing of Village
businesses is available at the Village Hall.

Again, thank you for being a part of the Village of Olympia Fields. If | can
be of assistance, dot hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Linzey D. Jones
Village President
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The area that makes up the Village today was once farmland worked by immigrant families dur-
ing the 1830s. The lllinois Central Railroad began serving the area in the 1850s, making the trans-
port of farm goods to the City of Chicamd its growing population much easier.

In 1893 the Columbian Exposition opened in Chicago, and the south Cook County region be-

came an increasingly popular retreat for busy Chicagoans. By 1913, the area’s lush woodlands

and rolling terrain convinced an investment group led by Charles Beach that the area was the per-
fect place to establish a golf course catering to Chicago’s wealthy elite. Beach and his friend James
Gardner developed a magnificent 72-hole golf course and country club.

The Club was chartered in 1915 as Olympia Field's Country Club. Amos
Alonzo Stagg, the famed football coach of the University of Chicago, be-
came the Club’s first president. The name "Olympia" was proposed by
Stagg. The word "Fields" was added because it aptly described the young
community's pastoral terrain.

Golf and the resort atmosphere in the area souhicago became sopdar that some fami-

lies lived in canvas-covered "cottages" dharsymmer months, while others built more perma-
nent homes on the western side of the traick beginning as early as 1919. The clubhouse,

built in 1924, is on the National Register of HistBtaces. The golf course is considered one of

the finest in the nation. It was home to the 1928 and 2003 U.S. Open, the Senior U.S. Open, and
the Western Open on five occasions.

The Country Club's founder, Charles Beach, organized the effort to incorporate the residential
areas around the Country Club as a municipality, and in 1927, the Village of Olympia Fields was
created with Beach as its first president. His home, built to reflect the design and character of the
Country Club, still stands at the southwest corner of Kedzie Avenue and 203rd Street. Today, the
grounds of the Country Club remain unincorporatedside the jurisdiction of the Village gov-
ernment.

As our Village grew, street names of earlyigsimhs followed the Greek theme: Athens, Hel-
lenic, Parthenon, Corinth and Sparta. The \Wlligo depicts Hermes, the Greek God of sci-
ence.

In later years, Olympia Fields grew into@sperous, upper-middle class community that has
retained its quiet, stately ambiance. The Village’s population remained small until after World
War Il, when the Club sold two golf courses for residential

development.

The Village’s roots and traditions as an elite and affluent
community remain, while a new tradition of racial, ethnic
and religious diversity now enbas the quality of life en-
joyed by residents. As an inclusive community, all are wel-
comed and expected to contribute to the life of the Village.
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OlympiaFieldsVillageHall
20701GovernorsHighway

Relocating in Summer 2006 to:
20040GovernorsHighway

Phone: 503-8000
Fax: 503-8002

Website: www.olympia-fields.com
Hours ofBusiness
Monday: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday throughriday: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Closed orsaturday andunday

VillageBoard

PresidentlinzeyD. Jones
Clerk: T ol Hutchinson

Trustees:
CarolynGibson DebraMeyerdMartin
ShirleyNale KelvinOliver

SusanOrmsby Willis Bill” Pennington
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Village Administrator: David A. Mekarski, AICP
Director of Finance & Administration: Cynthia Saenz
Director of Public Works: Joe Alexa

Chief of Police: Jeff Chudwin

Building Commissioner: James Peterson

VILLAGE BOARD MEETINGS AND FUN CTIONS

Village Government
The Village of Olympia Fields is governed by a Village President and a
board of six elected, at-large Trustees. The Board of Trustees appoints an
Administrator to oversee the Village government and Village office staff. The
professional office staff is accessible to promptly answer any questions from
the public regarding Village services.

Board Meetings
Regular meetings of the Board of Trustees are held the second and fourth
Mondays of each month, starting at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall. Residents
wishing to address the board during regular meetings may do so during the
“Communications and Petitions” portion of the agenda.

Code of Ordinances

The Village operates under a municipal code of ordinances. The Village
Code can be accessedotigh the Village of Olypma Fields’ website at
www.olympia-fields.com.



— IENIGEEERENHE

20701Governors Highway

Emegency Phone: 9-1-1
Non-Emergency Phone: 503-8100

Office Hours:
Monday- Friday- 8am. to 3p.m.

Olympia Fields benefits from the protection of a highly trained, award-winning
police force. This professional staff is well versed in patrolling techniques and all
aspects of police accountability. Olympedsi has one of the lowest crime rates in
the Chicago metropolitan area.

Olympia Fields is part of the SouthCom Dispatch Center in Matteson. The Center
features advanced Phase Il wireless téopyp@and mapping. This state-of-the-art
technology enables dispatchers to pingbimtocation of a 911 emergency call

from a cell phone.

Both the Village Hall and Police Department will relocate to 20040 Governors
Highway in the Spring of 2006.

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

Our Police Department cooperates with Emergency Services Agencies in the south
Cook County region to prepare for natural or man-made disasters. Olympia Fields
Public Safety personnel suggest that you and your family also prepare you own
disaster plan. The American Red Cross provides planning kits for family as well as
business use.

Disaster Planning kits are availablevaiv.redcross.orgor by telephoning The
American Red Cross of Greater Chicago at (312) 729-6100 between 8:30 and
4:45 p.m., Monday through Friday. T@hicago Red Cross is located at Rauner
Center, 2200 W. Harrison Street, Chicago, IL 60612.
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Emegency Phone: 9-1-1

Non-Emegency Phone: 748-5129

Fire Response Services are provided for Olympia Fields residents by the
Village of Matteson’s Fire Department. The Department employs a staff
of full-time, top-level firefighters also trained as paramedics.

The Department operates from two fire stations strategically located to

provide the quickest emergency fesponse and emergency medical
service 24 hours a day.

PARAMEDIC SERVICES

Two advanced life-support ambulances, one located
each station, provide the most technologically advan
crisis care to residents.

FIRE INSPECTION SAFETY SERVICES

\\' V/ A civilian fire inspector is available to inspect the
homes of Olympia Fields residents for safety issues
or potential fire problems free of charge. To schedule
an appointment, call the non-emergency number at
708-748-5129.
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20701Gowvernors Highway
Phone: 503-8200

BUSINESSHOURS:
Mondaythrough Friday. 7:45am. - 4:150.m.

The Public Works Department is committed to pro-
viding residents with the highest quality of service. It
maintains a level of excellence while meeting the needs
of the community. The department consists of three
divisions: Water, Sewer and Streets. The staff is
available for emergency service 24 hours a day.

STREETS

The Public Works staff is responsible for maintaining the Village’s infrastructure,
which includes the water distribution system, the wastewater and storm water collec-
tion system, streets and public facilities. Other duties involve
the maintenance of Villagawmned properties, the Z1%treet
Metra Parking Lot, and the 20Street Metra Parking Lot,
which should be open by 2006.

OTHER RESPONSIBLITIES

Other Public Works services include snow removal, salting and sweeping public
streets, storm debris pickup following severe storms, and the removal of dead trees
that are located in the Village’s right-of-way.
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20701Gowvernors Highway
Phone: 503-8000

BusinessHours.
Monday 8am. to 7:30p.m.
Tuesdaythrough Friday. 8am. to 3p.m.

New residents must call the Village Hall's Water Department at 503-8000 as soon as
possible to arrange for water/sewer service and establish an account. Residents are
billed every two months for water and/aveseservice. To ensure the quickest proc-
essing, payments should be made in person or mailed to the Village Hall. There is a
drop-off box in front of th¥/illage Hall for your convenience. Make checks payable

to the Village of Olympia Fields. Water bills are issued bi-monthly on"tbéths

month, with payment due within 30 days. After that, a 10% penalty is added for late
payments.

HELPING THE HOMELESS

The South Suburban Homeless Program is working to create a permanent shelter for
the homeless. Residents can support this program by voluntarily contributing $1 per
month to be added to their water bill. A small sacrifice can make a big difference.
Authorization cards may be obtained at the Village Hall.

SUMMER WATER RESTRICTIONS

Restrictions on lawn sprinkling and other water usages are in effect from May 15
through September 15 each year. If thedigdtin your street address is odd, you

may sprinkle on odd calendar days. If it is even, sprinkle on even calendar days.

On your designated days, sprinkle only between the hours of 7 a.m. and 11 a.m., or
7 p.m. and 11 p.m. Violators of water use restrictions are subject to fines. In drought
situations, these hours may be curtailed further. The latest watering schedule is
available at the Village Hall, 503-8000.
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Each resident is required to contract &ifbrivate scavenger service. Residents are
to call the vendor of their choice and arrange for trash pick-up. Choose from the

following Scavenger Servicsir Disposal/Homewood Disposdl748-8481 and
Skyline Disposait 754-5460.

RECYCLING BINS

A damaged recycle bin may be replaced free of charge by taking it to Star Disposal,
20 South Street, Park Forest. Bins are also available at the Village Hall for $10.
The Village contracts with Star Disposal to collect recyclable materials for the entire
Village.
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PERMITS REQUIRED

A permit must be obtained prior to the start of construction, alteration, repairs, or
improvements of any part of a building or structure. To obtain a permit for residen-
tial or commercial work, a permit applicatmuastbe completed. More informa-

tion on the permit application processmsPage 24. Phone 503-8000 for details.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Permits are reviewed and issued by the Building Com-
missioner, who can be reached at the Village Hall,
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

A CONTRACTOR'’S LICENSE:Is required for all
contractors and subcontractors doing work within the
Village. To obtain a license, call 503-8000.



The Olympia Fields Park District has 142 acres of parks and open space. Residents
can choose from 11 park sites that offer baseball and soccer fields, tennis courts, an
18-hole disc golf course, playgroun@sidshg hills, trails and picnic areas.

SGT. MEANS PARK

This historic 20-acre park is located at 20712 Western Avenue. The park’s outline
roughly takes on the same shape as the state of
lllinois’ boundaries. Its unique and imaginative
design has won manyegtigious international
awards, including the American Institute of Ar-
chitects “2000 Honor Award for Outstanding Ar-
chitecture,” given to onlyb projects worldwide.
The park was originally part of a 600-acre farm
established in 1918. It was later named in mem-
ory of an Olympia Fieldsolice officer killed in

the line of duty in 1967.

The Park District's Administrative Center, Cull

House, is an actual 1890s farmhouse. Located at
20712 Western Avenue, the farm is accented by

a Milk House, which adds to the historic charac-

ter of Sgt. Means Park. Another interesting link

to the past is the charming 1917 barn opposite the farmhouse, which has been faith-
fully restored to near pristine condition. The barn and a new silo built alongside
provide the community with meeting facilities and a breathtaking park view.

SGT. MEANS FACILITY RENTAL

Weddings, retirements, workshops, showers, Bal
Mitzvahs, graduation parties, reunions and club meet-
ings are some of the events celebrated here. Cal| the
Facility Coordinator at 481-7313 for rental informa-

tion.
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IRONS OAKS ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

Located at Vollmer Road and Western Avenue, this 40-acre nature preserve is
home to a diversity of wildlife and habitatins Oaks offers wide variety of out-

door school programs that provide hands-on learning experiences. It features an
Adventure Center with a high ropes couaselimbing towergross country skiing,
pedestrian trails, ponds, prairie, a Therapy Garden, Butterfly Garden and Wild-
flower Garden, a wildlife viewing area, and picnic tables. Irons Oaks is open to the
public seven days a week, from dawn to dusk.

IRONS OAKS RENTAL

Irons Oaks facilities are available for rental. Space and facilities in natural settings
can be rented for picnics, meetings, family outings, special events, nature-based par-
ties and programs for children and adults. Call 481-2330 for rental information, or
accessyww.ironsoaks.com

FALL FAMILY CELEBRATION

Bring your friends and family to this fabulous annual celebration on the third
Sunday in September at Bicentennial Park, located 'aE2@@t and Governors
Highway. The event includes pony rides, face painting, music, and a friendly farm
petting zoo.

PARK DISTRICT INFORMATION

More Park District information may létained by calling 481-7313 or accessing
www.olympiafieldsparkdistrict.org.

PARK FOREST AQUACENTER MEMBERSHIP

The Park Forest Aqua Center, locate@@North Orchard Drive, features two
conventional pools with a diving area,ra depth pool, a 160-ft. water slide with
splash-down pool, sand-play and volleyledisaia generous sunbathing area, a full
schedule of swim lessons and party rer@alstact the Park Forest Recreation and
Parks Office at 748-2005 to request a membership brochure, or log on to
www.villageofparkforest.cdor more information.
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